GROUP B 

OSI/FCO CHEVENING SCHOLARSHIPS 2005-2006

NOTES FOR APPLICANTS
THE SCHOLARSHIPS

The OSI/FCO Chevening Scholarships, which are jointly funded by the Open Society Institute and the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, are intended to provide opportunities for postgraduate study in selected fields in the United Kingdom for scholars and young professionals who demonstrate both academic excellence and the potential to become leaders, decision makers and opinion formers in their home countries. Applicants should have excellent academic qualifications, a clear and precise proposal describing what they wish to study, and a fluent command of the English language. The scholarships cover all university and college fees, travel to and from the UK, and basic living expenses for a single person.

Within the Scholarship Scheme there are four options:
· OPTION ONE: Nine-month Research Scholarships at the University of Oxford
Up to thirty scholarships are available for scholars wishing to conduct postgraduate research as a Visiting Student at Oxford University in the Humanities, Social Sciences or Environmental Sciences. It is important to note that this period of study will not lead to the award of an Oxford University diploma or degree. Applicants must submit a research proposal (section 17 of the application form). It is important that this be clear and detailed. Further information about the University of Oxford can be obtained from the University’s website (www.ox.ac.uk).

· OPTION TWO: One-year Scholarships to read for a Master’s Degree at the University of Oxford
Ten scholarships are available to scholars wishing to read for one of the following degrees (the courses are for either nine, ten or twelve months):

	Byzantine Studies M.St.
	Industrial Relations and Human Resource Management M.Sc.

	Comparative Social Policy M.Sc.
	Jewish Studies M.St.

	Criminology and Criminal Justice M.Sc.
	Magister Juris M.Jur.

	Economic and Social History M.Sc.
	Management Research M.Sc.

	Economics for Development M.Sc.
	Modern History M.St.

	English M.St.
	Modern Jewish Studies M.St.

	Environmental Studies:- Biodiversity, Conservation & Management M.Sc., Environmental Change and Management M.Sc., Nature, Society & Environmental Policy M.Sc., Water Science, Policy & Management M.Sc.
	Oriental Studies M.St.

	
	Philosophical Theology M.St.

	
	Science & Religion M.St.

	
	Slavonic Studies M.St.

	European Literature M.St.
	Social Anthropology M.Sc.

	Forced Migration M.Sc.
	Sociology M.Sc.

	General Linguistics and Comparative Philology M.St.
	Theology M.St.

	Greek/Latin Languages and Literature M.St.
	Women’s Studies M.St.


Scholars wishing to apply for these scholarships should obtain information about the relevant degree by consulting the University’s Graduate Studies Prospectus, which is available online at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/gsp/. It is also available in printed form from the local OSI/Soros Foundation office.

All applicants for Option Two must also apply directly to the University for graduate admission. Application forms are available from the Oxford University website, which also gives details on how to apply. It is essential that all Master’s graduate admission forms arrive at the Graduate Admissions Office of Oxford University by January 14th at the very latest  (with required supporting materials); any applications received after this date will be disqualified from the Scholarship competition; however, it is recommended that applicants submit there applications in time to meet the earlier deadline of 26th November, where possible. It is important to note that the Scholarship will not be available for study leading to any other degree or diploma at the University of Oxford than those listed above.

· OPTION THREE: Three-month Research Scholarships in Applied Social Studies at the University of Oxford
Up to nine scholarships are to be awarded, and these are intended for officials, experts or consultants working for governmental or public bodies who wish to do research in the broad area of Applied Social Sciences on a topic of direct relevance to the development or functioning of that body. Where appropriate, contacts with institutions outside Oxford (including governmental ones) will, if possible, be arranged. Applicants may be nominated by the institution where they work, or they may apply as individuals but with the official support of the public institution which intends to utilize the research. Applicants wishing to pursue purely academic research, connected only with their employment at a higher education or research institution, are not eligible for these scholarships.

The scholarships are tenable in one of three periods: October - December, January – March or April – June; a preference for a specific period may be expressed on the application form.

· OPTION FOUR: Twelve-month scholarships to read for an MA in Political Philosophy (The Idea of Toleration) at the University of York.
Scholars wishing to apply should obtain further information about the degree course either from the University of York website (http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/poli/gsp/polphil/tolmenu.htm) or from the local OSI/Soros Foundation office. 


ELIGIBILITY
1. Applicants must be citizens of and resident in one of the following countries: Albania, Belarus, Bosnia, Croatia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Macedonia (Former Yugoslav Republic of), Moldova, Russia, Serbia, Ukraine or Uzbekistan.
2. Applicants should be planning to return to their home country at the end of the period of study.
3. Applicants for Option One (Nine-month Research Scholarships) must EITHER
a. be registered, or have a firm intention of registering, for a PhD programme in their home country; 
OR

b. be employed as junior faculty members in a university or equivalent institution in their home country.

They should take care to include clear and specific information regarding this point on their application form.
4. All a
5. pplicants must have completed at least four years of university study and have obtained, or expect to obtain, the appropriate degree(s), not later than September 2005.

6. Applicants should normally be under 35 years of age on 1 October 2005.

7. Applicants for Option Three (Three-month Research Scholarships in Applied Social Studies) should possess some practical experience.
8. Preference will be given to applicants who have not previously studied outside of their home country
9. Applicants must demonstrate the potential to become leaders, decision makers, and opinion formers in their home country. This requirement will be treated as of considerable importance in the selection process, and applicants should be sure to complete Section 9 of the application form fully and appropriately.
10. Applicants will be required to have passed an English proficiency test (TOEFL or IELTS) before being offered a Scholarship. The minimum requirement for Options One, Three, and Four is TOEFL 570 (230 in the computer-based test) or IELTS 6.5. The requirement for Option Two is TOEFL 600 (250 in the computer-based test) or IELTS 7.0, except for applicants applying for the Magister Juris, and the M.St in Oriental Studies, when the minimum requirement is IELTS 7.5 (630 in TOEFL, or 267 in the computer based test), and for the M.St. in Jewish Studies when the minimum requirement is IELTS 8.0. Please refer to the University of Oxford Graduate Studies Prospectus for further details.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR ALL SCHOLARSHIPS
Application form

Applicants for all the above-mentioned scholarships should complete the enclosed Scholarship application form and return two copies of it to the local OSI/Soros Foundation Office, along with the required supporting materials listed below. Those applying for Option Two must also ensure that they submit the Oxford University Graduate Admissions form in time for the deadline of 14th January, 2005.

Please note that you may only apply for one option.

Supporting materials:

	Two copies of the following documents should be included with the application:
	Required for:

	· Official Diploma
	All Options

	· Official academic transcript with grades (original and one copy)
	All Options

	· Certified English translation of academic transcript
	All Options

	· Summary of Diploma dissertation

If your degree course does/did not require a dissertation, please indicate this in section 22 of the application form. Please note that we expect applicants to include a summary even if the dissertation has not yet been submitted.


	All Options

	· TOEFL or IELTS certificate (IELTS preferred)

Applicants who already have a valid certificate should send copies with the application.

Local OSI/Soros Foundation offices will arrange tests for short-listed candidates after the interviews in April, if applicants have not already successfully taken a test in the 2 years prior to the interview.

For Option Two, test certificates must be sent to the Graduate Admissions Office at Oxford University. Depending on the course applied for; applicants may be disqualified if this information is not submitted by the application deadline; however in some cases the test results may be submitted at a later date. Please refer to http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/gsp/ for further details.

	All Options


	· Research Proposal

All research applicants must include a statement outlining their proposed research. One page is normally sufficient for this statement
	Options One and Three


Applicants should arrange to have sent:

	· Two confidential references*

Applicants should ask the referees named on their application form to complete a copy of the confidential reference form and return it to the local OSI/Soros Foundation office

	All Options


Timetable

The closing date for applications for all scholarships is 26 November 2004. Applications must be received by the local OSI/Soros Foundation Office NO LATER THAN THIS DATE. Interviews of short-listed applicants will be held in March or April and final decisions on the award of scholarships will normally be made at the end of June.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

ALL APPLICATION DOCUMENTS MUST BE SINGLE-SIDED.

DO NOT STAPLE OR FASTEN (OTHER THAN WITH PAPER CLIPS).

