1: Contact Information

Ursula Armstrong,

email: asso.rondine@libero.it

Associazione Rondine Cittadella della Pace,

Casella Postale 46,

Arezzo Centro,

52100,

Arezzo,

Italy.

Tel: 0039 0575 299666

Fax: 0039 0575 353565

Office Hours

Monday to Friday:

9am to 1pm.

2:Introduction

Peace Studies Italy is an exciting new study abroad opportunity that offers students intensive language training alongside a multidisciplinary peace studies program. This unique combination is inspired by the work of “Rondine Cittadella della Pace”, a non profit making organization dedicated to developing a culture of dialogue and exchange through study and communal living since 1997. Situated in the heart of the Tuscan countryside the medieval village “Rondine” already hosts the International Hall of Residence (housing young people who belong to the opposing sides of areas experiencing conflict from the Balkans, Russia, the Middle East and the Mediterranean) and the International School of Peace Studies. 

Students who choose to come to Rondine will have the chance to study with university lecturers, scholars and visiting experts from a diverse set of philosophies, religions and disciplines. The program is intended for a wide range of undergraduate students with interests in the Italian language, the humanistic disciplines, international relations and peace studies. The program is divided into three modules, Intensive Italian Language, Peace Theory, and Peace Practice. The Italian Language module will give students the tools for fully participating in life at the Cittadella while also preparing them for the courses taken in the following two modules. Peace Theory will encourage students to explore issues of conflict and peace within a broader context; from international relations to economic policy, from dialogue among the different religious faiths to philosophical enquiry, from literary interpretation to legal action. Peace Practice looks to examine a specific geopolitical area with a history of conflict and includes a week’s carefully mentored field trip, an invaluable opportunity for students to get to know the area of the Case Study in the company of expert guides who will be able to give them precious insight into its people and culture. See the course outline for details.

As well as being challenged by this innovative program of  studies students will also find themselves engaged in the life of a genuine peace community, interacting with the young people from the International Hall of Residence, young volunteers, tutors and lecturers. Where possible they will also be given the opportunity to gain work experience within the organisation in areas such as English teaching, fund raising,  research and the organisation of events.

The village itself will provide the context for social, cultural and sporting activities while there will be many opportunities to explore the renowned beauties of Tuscany, visit the major cities in Italy and participate in the many cultural events hosted by the city of Arezzo throughout the year.

This formative experience of cultural life and high level study is likely to remain with students for many years to come, enriching future encounters and inspiring future journeys.

