ANNOUNCEMENT

AN OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN A POSTGRADUATE SPECIALIZATION AND A

CERTIFICATE OF THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF PEACE PROMOTED

BY THE ASSOCIATION RONDINE CITTADELLA DELLA PACE IN ITALY


The Association “Rondine Cittadella della Pace” (Rondine Citadel of Peace) in Arezzo – Tuscany – is organizing a selection of bright young people willing to join and share the aims of the Association and attend an annual postgraduate course.


The Italian and European Pilot project called “International Students Together – Rondine Cittadella della Pace” offers students from the Mediterranean and Caucasian geopolitical areas the following chances:

· Free accommodation at Rondine, a village of medieval origin on the banks of the river Arno, 12 kilometres from the town of Arezzo.

· A course of Italian language and culture.

· A master or a postgraduate course at Siena university (faculties are located in Arezzo and Siena) or at Florence university.

· Attending the International School of Peace promoted by the Association and the opportunity of joining cultural activities both at national and international levels. At the end of the course  a final Certificate will be conferred.

Who can participate in the selection


The selection is reserved to young people aged 22-30* living in a country which is at present, or has recently been involved, in any kind of conflicts or war: Russia and Chechnya, Ingushetia and Osetia, Georgia and Abkhazia, Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and Kosovo, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine. Applicants must show that:

1. They know the aims of the Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace and they are willing to cooperate actively to achieve them.

2.  They have a firm motivation for studying and a desire to live in another country.

3. They have obtained a very good curriculum at the university of their own country. 

* In the year 2004 the selection will be reserved only to male students.

How to participate in the selection

Through an application to be sent together with all the required documents. Students can send applications at any time of the year.

For further information

Contact directly:
Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace




P.O box 46 – 52100 Arezzo – Italy




Phone +39-0575-299666   Fax: +39-0575-353565




e.mail:  asso.rondine@libero.it




web site:  www.rondine.info 

	ENCLOSURE 1

PILOT PROJECT

“INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TOGETHER”


The International Students Together (IST) intends to prepare young people who, conscious of the particular exigencies of the present historical era, desire to commit themselves for a peaceful conflict resolution, to create a united world, able to collaborate and to live in peace. 

GENERAL AIMS

1. The International Students Together main purpose is to contribute to educate young people who have recently been affected by any kind of conflicts or war. After living in Rondine, these students should be able to go back to their countries more open-minded and with high professional skills. Moreover, they should acquire more human sensitivity and better appreciate the great values of the human personality: freedom, responsibility, dialogue, acceptance of differences, solidarity and peace.

2.  Going back to their countries, the students’ experience and their acquired professional skills will be made available for their communities.

	WHAT THE “INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TOGETHER” PROGRAMME OFFERS




The International Students Together Rondine Cittadella della Pace offers 4 formative itineraries  which are worked out and elaborated according to a standard of graduality:

1. Course of Italian language and culture in Rondine 


A –  First level: six-month long, 20 hours of lesson a week, for beginners


B – Advanced level: three-month long, 20 hours of lesson a week for students who 
already speak Italian

2. University studies in Arezzo, Siena or Florence (see enclosure n. 6).

3. Life in community as a group.

A community life shared by young people from different backgrounds, from the different “sides” of conflicts or war. This community is animated by a spirit of collaboration with the aims proposed by the Association. The friendly atmosphere contributes to overcome any obstacles that emerge in the everyday life of the group. 


Everyday life in the community is organized with the object of shaping maximum individual autonomy. Students do their own laundry, ironing, look after their rooms, etc. They also share the house work in shifts - do the cleaning, help in the kitchen, do manual activities for the maintenance of the village. They are engaged in cultural activities as well, welcome guests, practice sports, etc. 


The community is housed in old rural houses which have recently been restored in the small village of Rondine on the Arno river. The students share two-bedded rooms and a common dining room. There are also several study rooms plus the computer room.


The educational staff of the “International Students Together” includes the Director and his aides, among them a Consultant for the educational program. A number of volunteers (young and adult people) contribute to all the activities promoted by the International Students Together and the Association.

4. School of Peace

Students become involved with the essential themes of peace, equality, liberty and social justice at the same time as they proceed in their postgraduate studies. Here is a fraternal climate of solidarity, attention for life problems and in particular acceptance of the cultural background and religion of each other, favoring a coherent maturity for a harmonious growth of the students personality and their human, cultural and spiritual enrichment. 


Students elaborate a personal “Program of study” in the School of Peace, participate in meetings and conferences, contribute to offer hospitality to representatives of  international culture and the arts, of monotheistic religions or other Christian confessions, and to experts from the economical and social world. 

	ENCLOSURE 2

REGULATIONS 

OF THE “INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TOGETHER” HOUSE


1. Students who participate in the project of the International Students Together (IST) accept that the first month of their sojourn in Italy will be a period of reciprocal probation at the end of which they will express their willingness to continue definitively their participation in the project. They will then be accepted by the Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace . 

2. Students who enter the IST live, during all their sojourn in Italy, under the responsibility of the Director and his aides and the staff of the Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace. 

3. Students undertake to respect the spirit and the aims established by the IST and the Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace.

4. Students undertake to collaborate actively to the running of the IST as far as both manual- practical, cultural and spiritual activities are concerned.

5. Students undertake to reach an excellent knowledge of the Italian language and a very good performance in their academic career.

6. The student willingly accept the challenge of the educational perspective of the Project, based on universal moral values, in order to achieve a high quality of the life in common that should be characterized by friendship, sincerity, trust and open-mindedness. 

7. All expenses relating to accommodation, food, university fees, and medical insurance during the period of sojourn at the International Studentship are borne by the Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace.

8. Students are in charge for travel expenses, including holiday travel and return-tickets. Personal expenses (pocket money) are the responsibility of students. Students will open a bank account in an Italian bank from which, under the supervision of the Director, the agreed monthly sum will be drawn. It will be the same for each student.

9. In cases of particular and proved economical need, the IST bears as an exception the expenses that are normally the responsibility of the student.

10. Students undertake to return to their own countries at the end of the period of their studies so as  to make themselves and the knowledge and experience they have gained available to their own communities.

11. Awarded grants could be revoked at any time in case of serious infringements of the discipline and in case of repeated transgressions of the rules of the IST.

12. The interruption of the relationship with the IST, even if it is due to students’ decision, imply the immediate return to their own country.

	ENCLOSURE 3

CANDIDATE’S   REQUIREMENTS


BACKGROUND

Coming from a country (state, region, nationality)

of the Euromediterranean or the Caucasian areas

which is or has recently been involved in a conflict or war.

Preference will be given to students who have directly endured the suffering 

provoked by the conflict.

They need to express a strong desire to overcome the

sources of hatred with a clear willingness for a

work of reconciliation to be carried out immediately inside the IST 

(above all with the enemies) and later on their return to their own countries.

SPIRITUAL   QUALITIES

A clear appreciation of the universal values which express the dignity of the human person: freedom, justice, truth, solidarity, nonviolence, love, peace.

An esteem for the religious experience and interest in the knowledge of religions.

CULTURAL   QUALITIES

Excellent university curriculum, officially certified, and an interest in all cultural areas (literature, music, social, economical and political events).

INTELLECTUAL   QUALITIES

Remarkable aptitude for critical thinking, readiness and versatility, firm will in intellectual work.

MORAL   AND   PSYCHOLOGICAL   QUALITIES

Open-mindedness, trust, loyalty, sincerity, generosity, spirit of service,

an esteem for humble things and manual work,

interest in what is “different from oneself”.

	ENCLOSURE 5

LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO BE SENT WITH THE APPLICATION


Applications sent to the attention of the President of the Association Rondine Cittadella della Pace - Pilot Project “International Students Together” - written in the students’ mother tongue or in Italian, besides personal complete data, must include applicants’ Curriculum Vitae, with full details about their families and information about how the war or conflict have affected them. 

It must be specified also the address where candidates desidere to be informed in case of admission (if possible, please write also a fax number or e. mail).


Moreover, applicants must declare truly and clearly for what personal reasons they have chosen to continue their studies in Italy in the IST of Rondine. 

Photocopies of the following documents must be sent together with the application:

1. Birth certificate

2. Degree certificate 

3. Health certificate about the candidate’s general health conditions.

4.   A phography, no matter what size.

THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF PEACE

· The International School of Peace is an educational opportunity open to everybody. It aims to promote a means of examining the universal value of Peace alongside different cultures, living environments, geopolitical areas, Christianity and other religions. The International School of Peace takes its starting point from Christian inspiration and promotes ecumenical and interreligious dialogue.

· In the new global scene, unity and diversity are considered as poles of a productive tension of existential and cultural research. Consequently, the School, in order to achieve its aims,  brings together some aspects of education, which are commonly developed at different and separated levels: high profile training along with roots in popular culture, intellectual research and quality of interpersonal relationships.

· A module system is offered which meets the needs of different sensibilities, ages and cultural levels.

· Classes are held by university lecturers of international standing from more than 15 different countries with the aim of helping students realise their full potential both intellectually and spiritually so that different cultural traditions can create a new culture of Peace.

· Within regional, national and international frameworks, with their already existing cooperation between organisations and networks of public and private institutions, the School has established varied relationships with schools and universities, as well as cities both in Italy and abroad.

TARGET

The School of Peace aims to permeate every aspect of thinking and acting, as well as embracing the aim of life itself, with the desire to live in peace. All cultural and spiritual contributions to the program will be welcomed, with no distinction between believers and unbelievers, in order to establish the conditions for the development of a culture of peace itself.

OBJECTIVES

· To find where Christian thought converges with the need for peace that all men and women so deeply long for.

· To see how there can be agreement between announcing peace as the “true face of God Who rules” and the desire for harmony among people of good will;

·  To make the search for peace a concrete and achievable proposition and not mere rhetoric or an aspect of optimistic passivism.  

The International School of Peace Project is aimed at three types of people:

First type of student entry

long stay –  young international students

Number: from a minimum of 20 to a maximum of 30 students 

 
Composition: young international university students who are carefully selected and who come from places of conflict in the Eropean-Mediterranean geopolitical area. They represent both sides of the conflict and live in Rondine Citadel of Peace. They are expected to go back to their home countries to undertake professional and civil responsibilities and to promote activities which will help renew international relations and which will signal an authentic culture of Peace. 


Stay: about four years, with an annual turn-over of about 6-8 students.


Specific contribution to the International School of Peace: the International Studentship – which has its own educational project implemented in an independent way – develops education through targeting three integrated levels: life in community, study at university and participation in the School of Peace. These participants contribute to the School of Peace with the existential and cultural intensity of their own experience. All that they learn during the daily training at the Citadel contributes in a decisive way to the educational atmosphere of the School of Peace.


Qualification: “XX”. The qualification – its name has not been elaborated yet – is obtained at the end of the four-year course, with a dissertation “coram populo” of their thesis in the Hall of the Town Council of Arezzo. On this occasion, an honour from the Town Council is conferred on the students by the Mayor.

Second type of student entry

short stay – recent university graduates from an international background

Number: 12 young recent university graduates, from foreign countries

Third type of student entry

term of stay not fixed

Number: To vary, according to the maximum number of participants provided for by any Module. There are no preclusions. Each Module provides for certain students privileged to receive this specific form of education.
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